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PHOTO OPPORTUNITY: Saturday 27th January 2007, 10.30am, Willesden Green Tube station 

London’s Green Euro MP, Jean Lambert, will be joined by members of Brent Green Party with recycled newspaper wall insulation and large, eye catching, question marks to launch the new report ‘Hothouses’ highlighting the fact that climate change cannot ignore housing.
LONDON’S DOMESTIC EMISSIONS MORE DAMAGING THAN TRANSPORT WARNS GREEN MEP

‘Failure to reduce emissions from London’s housing stock will be more damaging to our climate than current levels of transport emissions’, a new report, ‘Hothouses’, by Green MEP Jean Lambert, has warned.

Jean, who is Green MEP for London, where emissions from the domestic sector account for 37%, higher than levels from transport and the greatest level of production out of any English region, has now called for more joined up thinking and leadership from the Government to ensure every household is efficiently insulated. 

With over 55% of homes in the London Borough of Brent being privately owned households, and the European Buildings Directive requiring all homes that are sold or rented, to be given an energy rating similar to that of fridges and other white goods coming into force this summer, Jean has said that ‘one stop shops’ ensuring the public can easily access consistent information, funding and advice on energy efficiency is essential.    

Jean commented; “Carbon emissions from housing across the UK could be reduced by 60% by 2050 or earlier if the right energy saving policies are applied. The initiatives in place to increase insulation and other forms of domestic energy savings however, are simply not fit for the purpose and wont make the progress that is desperately needed.

“Although more action is being taken to insulate new builds, over 97% of the capital’s housing was built before 1995 and is much less efficient. In London alone there are nearly one million homes with un-insulated cavity walls.  Privately owned households, such as the 55 thousand in Brent, may have to make changes to their houses to ensure they receive a good rating but to do this effectively we need a London wide strategy.” 

Shahrar Ali, a member of Brent Green Party and former engineer, who will meet with Jean in the area added; “Action on climate change must include energy-saving in the home. In the year ahead, we want to see grants for micro-generation and insulation made readily available to Brent residents. What is lacking, but clearly needed, is a greater and more focussed commitment to drive this agenda forward.“ 
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Notes to editors:  








Jean Lambert:  In October 2005 Jean was named MEP 2005 for Justice and Human Rights.  Jean was first elected Green Party Member of the European Parliament for London in the 1999 European elections. She was re-elected in 2004. She is one of nine MEPs representing London and one of two UK Green representatives in the European Parliament.  

Insulation: Costs estimated at £260 per home 

In the UK as a whole 30% of carbon emissions come from the domestic sector.  In London this is 7% higher at 37% = 18.9 million tonnes of carbon dioxide, or 5.1 MtC Mega tonnes of carbon campared with 10.1 million tonnes from transport.

