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Brent Green Party

Response to Brent Council’s Consultation on Waste Management

GENERAL COMMENT

We strongly support the concept of full public consultation, but feel that this consultation has been very limited in terms of circulation, accessibility and held within too brief a time frame.

General Comments on Supporting Information

· The language used in the document is unclear and leads to confusion. 

· Statistics are similarly unclear and often un-sourced.

· When ‘We’ is used in the text it is often unclear whether it refers to the activities of Brent Council or the borough as a whole.

· There is insufficient discussion and a lack of policy proposals for Waste Prevention and Re-use as referred to in the Waste Hierarchy model.

· We agree with the proposals under Section 4 to establish the Council’s own re-cycling loop.

Comments on Section 5.1.  Working with Residents

· We believe that the key to success for achieving an increase in residential recycling rates should be a policy of enabling full participation, rather than moving straight onto a scheme of compulsory recycling. The current proposal appears to involve a huge leap from a rather limited, voluntary policy towards a compulsory approach.

· It is unclear from the document whether targeted communications are currently being sent to non-participating, low-recycling streets. They should be in a multi-lingual/diagrammatic form, reflecting the diversity of Brent’s residents and through a variety of dissemination channels. 

· A limitation of the current scheme is the fact that it is largely targeted at houses, missing out large blocks of flats. This could be remedied by providing on-site, or more accessible recycling facilities on private and social housing estates.

· Brent must be involved in more dialogue with the Brent Housing Partnership and local housing associations, to find ways of assisting their tenants to recycle.

Comments on Section 5.2. Working with Businesses

· Improving business-based waste reduction and recycling should be a major priority. We support the employment of more officers to advise businesses on waste matters.

· Retailers should be encouraged or made to offer customers the opportunity to recycle the goods they have replaced.

· After the delivery of retail goods, retailers should ensure that all excess packaging used for the transportation process, is returned to their depots for recycling and not absorbed into Brent’s domestic recycling.

Comments on Section 5.3. Working with Developers 

· All Planning Applications for new developments should include Environmental Impact Assessments, including the consideration of recycling facilities/systems. 

· We support proposals for ‘Site Waste Management Plans’.

Comments on Section 6. Compulsory Recycling

· Compulsion to recycle should not be considered until widespread, easy-to-use voluntary schemes have been made available, and residents and businesses have been given clear guidance on how to use them. Another requirement is a full assessment of the likely impact of compulsion and fines upon disadvantaged groups such as the elderly, disabled and those with limited English.

Other Comments and Suggestions

· The names and contact numbers of Brent’s 21 Streetcare Ward Officers should be made available to the public and their role should be made more proactive in encouraging community participation in recycling and waste-reduction projects. 
· Establishing swap-shops at recycling centres, could enable residents to re-use goods through exchange.
· Fly-tipping could be reduced through a rota-system of collections of bulky goods, in particular areas across the borough.
· We have reservations about future consideration of mixed and unsorted waste collections. The Council should ensure sufficient analysis is carried out on the impact of these, before adopting them.
· Brent should consult with residents fully before adopting use of particular technologies or processes. These should be supported by evidence.
This response has been drafted by Martin Francis and Priya Shah on behalf of Brent Green Party.
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