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BRENT COUNCIL’S CONSULTATION ON CLIMATE CHANGE
CONTRIBUTION SUBMITTED BY BRENT GREEN PARTY

This contribution comprises two parts, the first part providing Brent Green Party’s rationale for the actions it advocates Brent Council should pursue to combat climate change and the second part setting out the actions advocated.

PART I THE BRENT GREEN PARTY RATIONALE

The Green Party’s starting position for this contribution to Brent Council’s public consultation on climate change is that it is difficult to overstate the ultimate consequences for our planet and all life on it if insufficient action is taken on reducing global greenhouse gas emissions to prevent climate change over the next few decades and if there is any further delay in starting to take this action. 

The Government has clearly accepted the overriding importance of tackling climate change and is seriously engaged in exploring how the United Kingdom can significantly change the way we supply and use the energy we need which is the prime driver of greenhouse gas emissions.

This recognition of the need for the highest priority to be given to tackling climate change was well-reflected in the former Mayor of London’s Climate Change Action Plan, which Brent Green Party contends could serve London local authorities well, as a professionally well-grounded document. The present plan largely accords with Brent Green Party’s thinking and we do not believe it will be possible for the present Mayor to produce a plan markedly different from the former Mayor’s without failing to rise to the enormous challenge that tackling climate change presents.

The critical feature of the present plan is that its objective is to meet a carbon reduction target significantly more challenging than the Government’s – 60% by 2025, as opposed to by 2050, on starting bases of 1990 and 2000 emission levels respectively. Brent Green Party contends that the much tougher target is one that Brent Council should adopt, because it is becoming increasingly recognised that the Government’s plan - if adopted by all governments - is likely to allow the world’s temperature to rise to 4 degrees Celsius, as opposed to 2 degrees, the latter figure being the upper limit the Government is prepared to accept. It therefore follows that the government will have no choice but to toughen its present target – as most climate scientists are that a 4 degree rise increases the probability of a global temperature feedback loop (due to melting permafrost, etc.) that will lead to runaway climate change.

Brent Green Party argues that Brent Council must aim to meet the tougher target of the two above rather than to face the prospect of having to ask the people of Brent a few years further on to accept a further round of significant adjustments to how they do business and run their lives.

The Green Party of England and Wales goes further and advocates a 90% reduction by 2030. Brent Green Party supports this target – we should aim to beat the target of a 60% reduction by 2025, not fall short of it. 

Brent Green Party believes it is essential for Brent Council to establish a climate change ‘metric’ to underpin all its communications with the people of Brent on the subject. People will not be fully enthused by what is in essence a ‘life-transforming project’ unless they can relate to how it is progressing and have a clear idea of the ultimate target. The giant wooden ‘thermometers’ sometimes seen outside churches for the ‘save the church-spire’ fund to indicate both the goal and the progress towards it represent a good example of the principle.

Brent Green Party’s suggestion is that the ‘metric’ should be the percentage reduction below 1990 CO2 production levels predicted to be achieved by 2025. Brent Green Party contends that the Government’s time frame spanning 50 years between 2000 to 2050 is hopelessly out of proportion with the urgency of the climate change threat and would have little psychological impact.

Brent Green Party has no doubt that if the challenge of climate change is to be squarely faced then the Western world will need to make substantial adjustments at all levels of society and in all walks of life. Each citizen of Brent should acknowledge their own responsibility to rise to the challenge. Part of the responsibility of central and local government is not only to address those areas bearing on climate change for which they have direct responsibility, but also to awaken a full sense of responsibility in private organisations and in individuals.

Brent Green Party advocates that progress in reducing Brent’s carbon-footprint should be reviewed annually with targets being adjusted in the light of progress and any new guidance from the Government, 

PART II BRENT GREEN PARTY PROPOSALS FOR COUNCIL ACTION

Brent Council needs to pursue a portfolio of radical measures under the headings listed below to set in train a major reduction in Brent’s carbon footprint.

Transport
(Cars and lorries are a major contributor to carbon emissions and Brent Council should encourage other transport alternatives in Brent wherever possible, particularly public transport, cycling and walking.)

To restrain car use the Council should: -
· Institute a 20mph default speed limit for all roads in Brent with the exception of a few key main roads. 

· Ensure all new developments in Brent are virtually car free (parking for disabled people and club vehicles only) except when there are minimal public transport links. 

· Promote car sharing and car-pooling.

· Provide lessons in economical driving, including driving style, checking tire pressure and car maintenance.

The Council should encourage cycling as much as possible by: - 
· ensuring Brent is an active participant in the completion of the London Cycle Network Plus

· Ensuring a borough-wide network of safe cycle lanes linking with neighbouring boroughs

· Ensuring there is generous provision of secure places to park cycles, including in on-street bays now reserved for car parking

· Providing free on road training for school children and subsidized training for adults and compulsory training for Brent’s highway engineers and transport engineers

· Ensuring that cycling maps, including family-friendly routes, are displayed at key locations as prominently as bus maps.

· Working with TfL to extend and improve the facilities for the carriage of cycles on underground and overground train services
The Council should encourage walking as much as possible by: - 

· Requiring that all green man pedestrian crossings meet national standards on crossing times.  

· Requiring that green man crossings are installed at all signaled junctions that are likely to be used regularly by pedestrians. 

· Ensuring that all Brent’s streets that have a high pedestrian use have all barriers that encourage the prioritization of vehicles removed.

The Council should undertake a review of the use of all Council vehicles with a view to replacing them with electric vehicles as soon as this becomes cost-effective.

The Council should provide charging points for electric vehicles at key points in the borough.

Buildings 

(Heating and servicing buildings demands a substantial proportion of our energy supplies and therefore contribute significantly to our carbon emissions. But there are very cost-effective measures for reducing our building energy needs and implementing these measures should be given very high priority: the suggestions below apply equally to buildings in the public sector – schools and colleges, hospitals, social services offices, council offices and the private sector – offices, industrial buildings, shops, private dwellings and entertainment centres. The degree of influence Brent Council has over different categories of building will vary considerably, but the overall objective remains the same.)

Brent Council should: -

· Ensure that everyone in Brent is fully aware of all help available for improving the heat insulation of buildings and is given every encouragement to take up such help.

· Ensure that no person is exploited by the unscrupulous as people become more aware of the rising importance of using our energy resources very efficiently.

· Provide an advisory service to ensure that people make the right decisions for them, are not exploited and, by offering assistance with ‘form-filling’ are not inhibited about seeking advice. 

· Encourage a wide adoption of rooftop solar electricity and, in particular, solar water heating. 

· Pursue an approach to encourage the adoption of energy efficiency measures through a street-by-street programme.

· Encourage impromptu approaches from individuals or organizations on measurers to improve energy efficiency

· Set up training centres or training courses in Brent’s colleges on energy assessment, energy saving measures and localized green energy production.

· Ensure all new developments where the Council has control or can exert a strong influence will be operationally carbon neutral.

· Use planning powers to require new buildings to have a progressively higher proportion of their energy needs met by local renewable sources or by CHP (combined heat and power) systems.

· Explore with the GLA the best way of developing CHP in Brent in the context of any proposed London-wide CHP network.

· Source electricity from companies that invest in new renewable energy schemes, such as Ecotricity.

Education

The Council should influence all levels of education in Brent towards a very much greater understanding of climate change and appreciation of its impacts by :-
 
· Conducting regular symposia for teaching staff focused on how climate change can be incorporated into curricula with a view to both enhancing the respective curricula and raising the staffs’ understanding of climate change.
· Significantly increasing the funding and resources available to Brent’s Adult Education Service to set 
up a range of courses on climate change – from the practical to the social – with particular emphasis 
on free, structured discussion groups. 

· Conducting a survey of existing school buildings to identify opportunities for energy savings and to draw up a programme for implementing the measures identified in the survey.

· Extending the surplus food and cardboard recycling for compost scheme to all schools to 
demonstrate the benefits of ‘carbon capture’ over methane production at landfill sites.

· Encouraging schools to develop organic vegetable growing plots in their grounds to demonstrate the carbon savings intrinsic to this approach over ‘buying vegetables over the counter’.

· Appointing an Environmental Education Adviser to the School Improvement Service to promote environmental education across nurseries and schools

· Instituting an annual ‘Save Our Planet’ competition open to all schools to be awarded to the school taking the most effective action against climate change

· Requiring all schools to adopt PV solar panels, solar water heating and wind-powered turbines as
educational demonstration projects that also contribute towards meeting schools running costs.
· Incorporating in any health-orientated cookery courses the implications for carbon emissions in the food we choose to eat.

 Waste management

Brent Council should aim to reduce locally produced waste as close as possible to zero, and at least meet the best levels achieved in the Europe.

Actions Brent should take that are consistent with this aim are: -

· Establish and publish an annual waste reduction target and an annual recycling achievement target in order to stimulate a Brent-wide sense of achievement in an area that everybody can contribute to.

· Extend the scheme Brent has for collecting surplus food and cardboard from schools and organic waste from households for composting.

· Investigate the scope for using anaerobic digestion technology for organic waste and adopt this where appropriate.

· Investigate the potential for using the gas products of organic waste as a source of energy and adopt this where appropriate in Brent.

· Investigate energy-efficient technologies for metal recovery from waste and adopt the most suitable for Brent.

· Ensure through planning regulations that as much as possible of locally produced demolition waste is recycled into local building material, noting that much of such waste can be both dirty and dangerous and would be inappropriate for handling within any conurbation’s boundaries.

· Publicize the Freecycle network through the council’s website and Brent Magazine.

· Encourage the re-use of surplus furniture and equipment by providing a collection facility at the borough recycling centre, and explore allowing free doorstep collection.

· Investigate the extent that Brent’s industrial estates could be encouraged to increase their capacity for recycling paper, electronic and electrical equipment, and plastics with the spin-off of added employment in Brent instead of exporting valuable material and jobs overseas.

· Ensure the continuation of Brent’s current domestic waste collection and recycling schemes, and explore the scope for further improvement, including collecting cardboard and more types of plastics.

· Consider investing with other local London boroughs in publicly-owned recycling plants, if businesses cannot provide the services and capacity required.

· Extend recycling collection schemes to flats and businesses. 

· Explore the potential for recycling collected street litter and for composting street organic waste

· Liaise with local retailers on the potential for a “money-back” scheme for recyclable containers, exploring the cost-effectiveness of this approach with and without financial inducements to the retailers.

· Lobby the Government through the Local Authorities Association and the Mayor of London in concert with other London Boroughs to strongly encourage large retailers to pick up and recycle replaced goods when delivering new replacement items.

· Encourage local retailers to reduce excess packaging at the selling point and provide facilities for customers to discard further excess packaging at their discretion.
· Liaise with the Brent business sector on the scope for this sector to reduce its waste and improve its recycling performance.

· Introduce a tax on retail plastic bags.

Green Spaces

Brent Council should give a high priority to defending and expanding Brent’s green spaces as a visible demonstration of Brent Council’s environmental commitment and as an important measure for combating climate change, particularly through tree planting. Particular measures advocated are :-

· Defending Brent’s green spaces primarily by opposing any planning proposals that would cause such spaces to be reduced in size or eliminated but and also by committing sufficient funding to their care and maintenance.

· Preventing the paving over of front and back gardens using planning laws.

· Restrict the building of housing in large gardens.

· Seeking the expansion of present green spaces and the creation of new green spaces wherever possible. 

· Employing managers with qualifications in ecology to raise the level of biodiversity in Brent partly through capturing derelict land for the purposes of attracting wildlife whilst ensuring it does not become an eyesore.

· Seeking every opportunity for making Brent’s semi-wild places available for educational purposes, especially schoolchildren.

· Supporting gathering areas and park cafes in Brent’s parks to seed the establishment of community consciousness particularly amongst young mothers and their children

· Funding the planting of 10,000 trees in Brent over 5 years as a significant carbon capture programme that will also enhance the attractiveness of many streets in Brent.

· Using planning powers to promote green/ living roofs to provide extra insulation and sequestrate carbon.

· Ensuring all new waterside developments incorporate public access to the waterfront to create continuous waterside pathways and allow cycle riding where it is safe to do so to encourage walking and cycling.

Food

(Food production and transport are major producers of greenhouse gas emissions and changes towards a low animal product, locally produced diet can reduce such emissions to about half those of a conventional diet. Brent Green Party recognizes that there are many obstacles in the way of influencing what people eat and that Brent Council will need to use considerable sensitivity in exploring how the people of Brent might be persuaded to modify their diet so as to reduce its associated greenhouse gas emissions.)

Brent Council should examine how they could encourage the people of Brent to modify their diet so that it contributes less to climate change, by, for example promulgating a ‘low climate change diet’ in Brent’s magazine, emphasizing how this correlates with a healthier diet and linking it with the Government’s initiatives to tackle obesity.
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