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THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT |

Brent and Harrow Greens undertook an ambitious and successful campaign in
the recent GLA election - coming a good fourth, and well ahead of the rest of the
field, in the only marginal seat to change hands in London. A sizeable 45% more
people voted for us in 2008 than in 2004, up by over 3,000 to 10,129. By com-
parison, the Lib Dem vote across both boroughs dropped by nearly 1,500 votes
t0 19,299.

The Green vote in Brent was particularly strong in seven wards, where the Green
Party captured 10-16% of the vote share. If the poll was repeated across the new
general election constituency of Brent Central we would have achieved 9.2%.
We also beat the Lib Dems on two ballots in Barnhill and Kensal Green. ] o . )

Free home insulation was a popular policy with voters
We thank all our voters and will be back to honour their confidence in us and to

advance their number again - at the European elections in June 2009 and the local council elections in 2010.

In the meantime, alongside two re-elected Greens in City Hall, we shall continue to speak out against bad
policies and practices, and to propose better alternatives - for the sakes of everybody today and our children's children into the future.
Shahrar Ali, recent GLA candidate for Brent and Harrow

—  LET OUR CHILDREN PLAY!  [NSIDE

Today’s children are like battery hens. They are kept inside

in a confined space and fed on television and computer ASDA HAZARD
.} games—an exaggeration perhaps but with an element of LATEST
4 truth. As a boy | played on Barn Hill and fished at the

Welsh Harp with my brothers, chased escaped cows down WEANING

Fryent Way, and swam at Kingsbury Open Air Baths—all OURSELVES OFF OIL

without adult supervision. Few children have such free-

dom today. OPEN LETTER TO
Brent Council is currently consulting with 9-13 year olds on improvements to play facilities in the bor- BORIS JOHNSON
ough with particular emphasis on play equipment. Some children are demanding more challenging
equipment such as aerial runways alongside mountain bike courses and skateboard parks, others are SPEAK OUT ON
demanding more imaginative play areas such as the pirate ship in Mapesbury Dell. The Quintain _
Estates development around Wembley Stadium offers an excellent opportunity to create an exciting

children’s play facility.

However children will not use the equipment if their parents perceive parks and playgrounds as unsafe
so it is important that parks are staffed by park rangers. Many children and parents are put off by lack
of toilets, or unpleasant and unsafe toilets and solutions like that at Roundwood Park where the café
now incorporates toilets could be adopted more widely. The employment of 'Play Rangers’ whose job it
is to facilitate (not lead or organise) play at specific times in playgrounds and open spaces would have a
major impact. Play help’s children’s intellectual and social development so the Green Party should en-
courage providing for ‘free range’ children who can explore and use their local environment creatively
and responsibly.

Martin Francis

ONE WORLD.ONE CHANCE.
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